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American naval base in the West Indies. But the
United States had race problems enough already
and the Senate, led by Simmer, refused to sanction
the acquisition. Relations with Spain were fre-
quently strained on account of American filibuster-
ing expeditions to aid Cuban insurgents. Spain
repeatedly charged the United States with laxness
toward such violations of international law; and
President Grant, seeing no other way out, recom-
mended in 1869 and again in 1870 that the Cuban
insurgents be recognized as belligerents, but still
the Senate held back. The climax came in 1873,
when the Spanish authorities in Cuba captured on
the high seas the Virginius1 with a filibustering ex-
pedition on board and executed fifty-three of the
crew and passengers, among them eight Americans.
For a time war seemed imminent, but Spain acted
quickly and effected a peaceable settlement.

It became evident soon after 1867 that the issues
involved in reconstruction were not in themselves
sufficient to hold the North solidly Republican.
Toward negro suffrage, for example, Northern pub-
lic opinion was on the whole unfriendly. In 1867
the negro was permitted to vote only in New York

* See The Path of Empire, by Cail Russell Fish (in The Chronicles of
America), p. 119.